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merit is not sufficient. I consider it as a *"7- Such are the effcct * of war > and of 

mere modification of the right of self-de- the Orders in Council, operatmgon thefor- 

fence, which may as justly be exercised merlv flourishing, but latterly and fatally 

in deterring from attack, as in repelling. to ° speculative Liverpool. War, and a 

I abstain from the discussions in which be- mo8t unwarrantable rage for speculation, 

nevolent and enlightened men have, on have produced these ravages, 

more sober principles, endeavoured to That a wa,u of employment, and mi- 

show the wisdom of, at least, confining *ery, * re on the daily increase, the fol- 

the punishment of death to the highest lowin g e " ract from '? e Liverpool ™ er - 

class of crimes. I do not even presume in CUI 7. cf the 31st of last , m ° ntn > affords 

this place to give an opinion regarding the a melancholy but undeniable proof :— 

attempt which has been made by one, " Committee- Room, SOM vf Jan. 1812. 

whom I consider as among the wisest and "statement of the number or the 

most virtuous men of the present age, to poor relieved. 

render the latter of our penal law more « j n tne wee lc ending 

conformable to its practice. My only ob- Families. Persons. 

ject is, to show that no evil has hitherto 3d of Jan. 2263, consisting of 8,5288 

resulted from the exercise of judicial dis- joth 31.56 ll,'-'t>,5 

cretion in this court. I speak with the 27th 3*2-1 13,856 

less reserve, because the present Sessions «4th 4248 15 350 

are likely to afford a test which will de- „ ,„. ,. , „ 

.- _• l .u 1 u u j u " (Siened^ John Brancker, 

tcrmine whether I have been actuated by *• s ' ,,. • 

weakness or by firmness, by fantastic scru- 
ples and irrational feelings, or by a calm A shocking proof of the increase of 
and steady view to what appeared to me paupers in o'ne month, from 8288 to 
the highest interests of society." 15,350 persons, independent of those al- 
^^^^ * ready supported from the parish rates! — 
""** ~~ Reports of like distress are heard from 
distress in Liverpool. other manufacturing towns in Lancashire, 
Near sixteen thousand poor, besides the Yorkshire, Staffordshire, Nottingham- 
parochial paupers, have, in Liverpool s hire, as well as from Glasgow, Paisley, 
only, and within these last six weeks, eaten and many other places, 
of the bread of charity, and of that not , 
sufficiently ; yet contributions have been Return „, ihe PaticnU at lir Cm „, Anir ; m 
made, and many persons have, with the j„fi' ,-„ Lisbon, from ,/ie >J.Sth De- 
mo*, active benevolence, devoted much of amh *„ 1Q tQ ihe 26//; t/ Deumbcr , 8 , , , 
their time to investigate the wants of the ■ , ■ 
wretched, and to superintend the applica- 
tion of the fund for their relief. It is there- Interns 9S 

fore manifest, that some measure, more Sterns supplied with Medicines 877 

constant and more extensive in its effects, Patients for Advice. ■■-■■•■■ i5H 

than either private benefactions, or paro- Remaining in the house the 2;.th 

chial assessments, is immediately neces- December, 1811 , — 
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This portion of the empire partakes of the general commercial distress, which from 
the manner in wliich war is now carried on ; pervades the entire empire. It is admitted 
that one principal cause of the riots at Nottingham, proceeds from the stoppage of ex ports 
to the continents of Eurqpe and America, and especially from the failure of an unwar- 
rantable degree of speculation iu manufactures, which a few ye^rs ago a too sanguine 
expectation of a market in South America produced. An open unexpectedly presented, 
the market v/as soon overstocked, and the fresh goods manufactured too redundantly 
On the spur of the moment, lie heavy on hands, and prevent the regular process of further 
manufacture. 

Our linen trade suffers from similar causes, both of the want of present markets, espe- 
cially in North Ametica, and from the effects of the unwarrantable speculations which in 
1808, raised linen so much above the value. The bitter fruits of that speculation are yet 
existing and many heavy losses have in consequence been sustained. The late linen mar- 
ket in Dublin was very dull ; the sales effected were in many instances below first cost. 
Such a state of things cannot long continue. The linen trade shows many symptoms of 
being in a «ute of progressive decline. 
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The cotton trade of Ireland continues to do better than it did in 1 810, and the commence- 
ment of last year. This is a favourable circumstance for the country, at this season of 
distress arising from the present very high prices of provisions. The labouring classes 
of society suffer greatly owing to this cause, and from the failure of the potato crop, 
there appears little room to hope for a'speedy reduction of prices. It is feared that the 
ensuing spring and summer will be seasons of great distress to the poor, and which will 
call for the sympathy and aid of those, who employ the working classes to enable them 
to meet their increased temporary expenditure arising from the high price of provisions. 
Sucb a manner of aiding them is a duty founded on the strict principles of justice, and be- 
neficence, thus exerted tends most happily to bind together the various classes of society, 
" in the soft band of amity and love." If the rich thus acted towards the poor, fewer 
occasions of strife, or party discord would arise. 

A sample of DumbelPs bleached flax looks nice, and silky, but it appears more like cot- 
ton wool, than the produce of flax. It may be easily perceived that it never could be 
spun into yarn, and manufactured, so as to be at all like Irish linens. The members of 
the linen board decline to purchase his patent right, being fully convinced, that the al- 
leged discovery cannot be of any utility to the linen trade of Ireland, neither can it 
do any harm to it. For once this board acts judiciously, and saves the public money from 
being-squandered on an unprofitable scheme. 

Subjoined will i.e found a return of the flax-seed imported, and remaining on hand in 
last year. Several arrivals from America with new flax-seed have since taken place. 
Some English also may be expected, but most probably none from Riga, and the other 
ports of the Baltic, or from Holland. The (iiien board by the advertisement they have 
thought fit to publish, tells us there is a prospect of a certain and sufficient supply for 
the present season. Yet some doubt, if the supply will be as ample as they prognosti- 
cate. Flax-seed had considerably advanced latterly in America. 

A pamphlet entitled " Observations on the present state of the Paper Currency of 
Great Britain and Ireland," has lately issued from the Belfast Press. It is written de- 
cently, but the too timid writer is afraid to meet, or scarcely to hint at, the question of 
depreciation. To suit the present taste, unable to bear wholesome strong food, he declines 
to touch on this point, lest he shock the nerves of his gentle readers. He recommends 
the paper of the national banks only to be received in payment of taxes, and to be the legal 
tender from debtors to creditors, in exclusion as much as maybe, of the paper of private 
banks, and that the issue of the national banks should be strictly limited. The plan ap- 
pears impracticable and futile, because the bank of Ergland, and to a certain extent, 
the bank of Ireland, is identified with government, by whom when money is wanted fpr 
the purposes of war, they will be forced to extend their issues. The depreciation of 
paper is in a very considerable degree caused by the money necessary to pay the interest 
of the national debt, and furnish the supplies of the war. These two causes in addition 
to the sums required on discount for commercial purposes have produced over extended 
issues, and a consequent depreciation of paper money. 

If the legislature should persist in making bank-notes a legal tender for rent, very dis- 
tressing consequences may be expected to result, for landlords being uncertain of the va« 
luc of the paper in which they are forced to receive payment, will reasonably be afraid 
to krant leases. Thus there is danger, lest in seeking to remedy an inconvenience, one 
infinitely greater may be encountered. The discontinuance of granting leases would 
prove essentially injurious to the country, far beyond the payment of a reasonable dis- 
count to compensate the landlord for the, loss he sustains by accepting of Bank-notes 
instead of Guineas. 

Discount on bank-notes in now about 3s. 9%J. per guinea. Exchange on London has 
latterly risen from 7i to 8J and 8f per cent 

Some disputes appear at present to exist in Scotland, particularly in the neigh- 
bourhood of Glasgow, between the manufacturers of cotton goods, and the wea- 
vers, or operatives, as they are there styled. Much cool reasoning appears to be 
used on both sides, and a committee appointed to examine into the causes of complaint, 
have made a judicious report, in which they state a truth, which it would be well in all 
disputes between the employers and the employed, to bear in mind, and which might 
save mudi idle discussion, and contention, as labour like other matters appertaining to 
tradejin ajshort time finds its own level, " that it it not in ike power of the manufacttirers,orof any 
association of manufacturers to prevent wages from rising ivhen there is an increased demand for 
goods, or from falling itilicn the supply is more than adequate to the demand." 



